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Gift-giving Customs

The customs associated with giving gifts

vary from country to country.

Whether you are a tourist, a student, or a
businessperson,

it is important to know

the gift-giving customs of the country you
are visiting.

For example,

although flowers are appreciated as gifts

throughout the world,

in Austria and Germany,

it is considered bad luck

to receive an even number of flowers.
If you are in Hong Kong,

you should avoid giving clocks,

which symbolize death,

and scissors or knives,

which indicate the end of a relationship.

In Japan,

you can impress your hosts

by paying attention

to the Japanese rules for gift-giving:
always wrap the gift,

but not in white paper,

as white symbolizes death.

In addition,

never give four of anything,

since the Japanese word for the number
four

sounds like the word for death.

No matter where in the world you are,

you will feel more comfortable

if you take the time to learn

some of the local gift-giving customs.
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