Reading Focus 4  Sai’'s Horse
HEIE pp.16-17
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There was a man called Sai,

who lived in a small village

with his only son.

He didn’t have much money,

but he owned a fine horse.

One day,

when Sai went to feed the horse,

he discovered

that it had run away.

His neighbors said,

“‘How terrible to lose such a valuable
horse!”

But Sai just smiled and said,

“Who knows

if something is good luck or bad luck?”

The next day,

Sai's horse came home with another
horse,

a white one.

The neighbors said,

“How lucky you are!”

Sai just smiled and said,

“Who knows

if something is good luck or bad luck?”

Afew days later,

Sai’s son was riding the new horse
and fell off.

He broke his leg.

The villagers blamed the white horse
for bringing bad luck to Sai’s family.
Sai, however, did not complain.
“Wait and see”

was all that he would say.
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A week later,

a group of soldiers came to the village.

They took all the young men
to fight in a war.

Young Sai was still in bed with a broken

leg,

so he didn’t have to go into the army.
Most of the young men in the village
died in the fighting,

but young Sai survived.

Finally,

the villagers understood

the wisdom of old Sai.

Sometimes what looks like bad luck
may not be so bad.

Sometimes misfortune may be

a blessing in disguise.
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